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(54) IMAGE READER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To eliminate unevenness in 
the quantity of light in a read horizontal scanning 
direction and to read a document image with high quality 
without causing an increase in cost as to the image 
reader which reads the document surface by irradiation 
with light from light emitting diodes provided at intervals 
in the read horizontal scanning direction. 
SOLUTION: A diffusion member 25 is provided between 
the light emitting diodes 21 and a condenser rod lens 23. 
The diffusion member 25 is formed of a slender plate 
material so that the light from the light emitting diodes 
21 is diffused in the read horizontal scanning direction. 
Light from each light emitting diode 21 is made to strike 
on the diffusion member 25, diffused along the length of 
the rod lens 23, i.e., in the read horizontal scanning 
direction, and converged by the rod lens 23 to irradiates 
the document surface uniformly in the read horizontal 
scanning direction. 
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